gg                            RUSSIAN    HAZARD
that occasional batches of Halmar's carpets found their way to
buyers in Germany, and questioning of the Tartars had elicited that
Halrnar had supplied them with some special designs for a new
batch of carpets only the day before his arrest. I saw the designs in
Chaplinsky's room, where they were being carefully compared with
V____'s beautifully drawn maps. They reminded me of the old
Assyrian and Egyptian picture records on the tombs of the kings.
There were the same angular-looking, simple representations of
animals and human beings, chiefly bears, horses, foxes, and reindeer,
while the human beings were all hunters with bows and arrows.
There were also queer groups of three or four toy-like trees, cone
shapes for hills, and rough blue lines and squares and circles which
might have represented lakes and rivers.
When the designs were placed side by side with V------'s maps it
was not difficult to spot the key. The wild animals represented
different regiments of infantry, the horses cavalry, and the archers
were the Russian artillery, which was by way of being rather a
pretty ironic joke. Attached to each design was a number which
was woven on the back of the rug, and this number apparently
corresponded with divisions on a common map. Given the numbers
and the rugs, the decoder was ready to build up a beautiful map of
the positions and strengths on any section of the Russian front.
Chaplinsky went into ecstasies over the ingenuity of the scheme and
complimented me warmly on having been the means of its being
brought to light.
I was hopeful that the authorities would take a lenient view of
V-----'s part in the affair. After all, real traitors were being per-
mitted to go about unscathed and men whose crimes had been
amply proven continued to find positions of trust. I asked Chaplinsky
to arrange for me to see V-----and wrote a letter to Rak imploring
his aid. But the reply I received from Chaplinsky was to say that
V-----had hanged himself in his cell.